Summernar Four:
How Can We Respond Well As Christians to the Matter of Same Sex Attraction?
A Scripture: Colossians 4:5-6
1. See the other person as both precious to God (made in his image) and in need of the saving
grace of Christ. Remember your own need of grace.
2. Accept the challenge of speaking the truth in love.
 Refuse to identify with hate-mongers or act out of fear or prejudice
 Recognize the intense pressure to accommodate (difficulty of standing alone, research of
Solomon Asch 1951-56 on social conformity—37% agreement with wrong answer, 75%
at least once; with one person giving the right answer down to 6%1).
 Make the distinction between what is legal and what is moral (Pilgrims—Founder’s
Monument in Plymouth).
 Seek wisdom in both the timing and the tone of conversations.
3. Promote the positive portrait of human sexuality and marriage in Scripture as God’s design
for human health and happiness.
 Marriage as a covenant of companionship, male and female, instituted in creation and
intended for the human race (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:18-24)
 Affirmed by Jesus as God’s intention when asked about divorce (Matt. 19:4-6; Mark
10:6-9)
 According to the Apostle Paul, tied to Christ and the church (Eph. 5:31)
 The sexual relationship as important in marriage, neither the basis of human identity nor
something to be debased or disregarded in marriage
4. Recognize that Scripture consistently disapproves of same sex relationships—as it does of all
other violations of God’s order.2
 Genesis 19 (Sodom and Gomorrah) and Judges 19 (mean of Gibeah)—homosexual rape,
stemming from moral climate (not just violation of hospitality)
 Lev. 18:22; 20:13—harsh, not just purity laws for tabernacle but holiness code for people
 Romans 1:18-23, especially vv. 26-27—not simply violation of one’s own nature but of
the order of things
 1 Cor. 6:9-11—not just against exploitation or abuse, but homosexual practice (see ESV
footnote)
 1 Tim. 1:8-10
5. Look beyond careless statistics, unsubstantiated claims, careless arguments, and emotional
appeals.
 e.g. percentage of homosexual people—10% flawed research in Kinsey (1948), cf.
Harvard Alumni, “am gay” 1% (1996) or CDC 1.6% gay or lesbian, 6.7% bisexual
(2014); Gallup, 52% of Americans believe that 25% of the population is gay or lesbian;
only 4% believe that is less than 5%3
 e.g. counseling for change does harm4




e.g. God made me this way, so it must be OK
e.g. like the abolitionist cause

6. Expect the truth of the gospel to change hearts and lives.5
7. Create the kind of Christian community and friendship that can help people who struggle
with sexual issues and want to follow Christ.6
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